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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, EC 

SUBJECT: FISHING BOAT INCIDENT 

REFERENCE: QUITO 402, QUITO 426, QUITO 508 

1 . THE DEPT APPRECIATES THE FEELINGS OF THE ECUADOREAN 
NAVY AND THE INTEREST OF THE EMBASSY IN THE ISSUANCE OF A 
STATEMENT CLARIFYING THE TUNABOAT INCIDENT. HOWEVER, WE 
WILL HAVE TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING INTO CONSIDERATION: 

A) THE AFP STORY IN ECUADOR WAS PROBABLY BASED ON AN AP 
STORY DATELINED SAN DIEGO, JANUARY 14. THE LATTER IN ITS 
ENTIRETY WOULD APPEAR TO BE MUCH MORE DAMAGING THAN THE 
VERSIONS PUBLISHED IN THE ECUADOR PRESS. THE FULL TEXT OF 
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THE AP STORY IS BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. 

B ) THE SOURCE OF THE AP STORY WAS THE AMERICAN TUNABOAT 
ASSOCIATION (ATA), WHICH STANDS BY ITS ACCOUNT AND IS NOT, 
REPEAT NOT, DISPOSED TO ISSUE ANY RETRACTION OR CORRECTION. 

C) THE ATA REPORTED THAT CONTACT HAD BEEN REESTABLISHED 
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WITH THE "CINDY ANN" AND THE FACT OF A CHASE BY NAVAL 
CRAFT CONFIRMED. THE LOCATION OF THE CHASE WAS 1 DEGREE 
45 MINUTES SOUTH. 84 DEGREES 20 MINUTES WEST - BETWEEN 

THE MAINLAND OF ECUADOR AND THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS. THE 
"CINDY ANN" CAPTAIN ASSUMED THAT NAVAL CRAFT THERE COULD 
ONLY BE ECUADOREAN. 

D) THE "CINDY ANN" SUCCESSFULLY EVADED THE NAVAL CRAFT 
AND HAS NOW RETURNED TO FISHING. IT HAS NO, REPEAT NO, 

LICENSE. 

2. GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE DEPT DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY 
PUBLIC STATEMENT BY THE USG, EITHER HERE OR IN QUITO, 

WOULD BE DESIRABLE. WE CANNOT STATE, AS THE EMBASSY 
SUGGESTS, THAT IT IS "HIGHLY UNLIKELY" ECUADOR WAS IN- 
VOLVED. TO SAY INSTEAD THAT WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION 
ECUADOR WAS INVOLVED WOULD ALSO BE TO QUESTION THE ATA 
ACCOUNT AND RUN THE RISK OF DRAWING ANOTHER.MORE DAMAGING, 
PRESS STORY FROM SAN DIEGO. NOR CAN WE STATE THAT ALL 

US TUNABOATS ARE OBTAINING LICENSES. MOST MAY BE BUT NOT 
ALL. 

3. THE DEPT BELIEVES THE BEST COURSE AT THIS POINT IS FOR 

THE EMBASSY INFORMALLY TO EXPRESS TO THE ECUADOREAN NAVY 
REGRET OVER THE INCIDENT AND HOPE THERE WILL NOT BE A 
RECURRENCE. NO FURTHER SPECIFICITY WOULD BE JUSTIFIED, 

BEYOND AN EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE APPARENT 
ECUADOREAN NAVY INTEREST IN EXERCISING RESTRAINT AND 
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CONTINUING THE "TRUCE". 

4. FYI: NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED BY THE PRESS HERE. 
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SUBJECT: FISHING BOAT INCIDENT 

REFERENCE: QUITO 402, QUITO 426, QUITO 508 

1 . THE DEPT APPRECIATES THE FEELINGS OF THE ECUADOREAN 
NAVY AND THE INTEREST OF THE EMBASSY IN THE ISSUANCE OF A 
STATEMENT CLARIFYING THE TUNABOAT INCIDENT. HOWEVER, WE 
WILL HAVE TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING INTO CONSIDERATION: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 015622 

A) THE AFP STORY IN ECUADOR WAS PROBABLY BASED ON AN AP 
STORY DATELINED SAN DIEGO, JANUARY 14. THE LATTER IN ITS 
ENTIRETY WOULD APPEAR TO BE MUCH MORE DAMAGING THAN THE 
VERSIONS PUBLISHED IN THE ECUADOR PRESS. THE FULL TEXT OF 
THE AP STORY IS BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. 

B ) THE SOURCE OF THE AP STORY WAS THE AMERICAN TUNABOAT 
ASSOCIATION (ATA), WHICH STANDS BY ITS ACCOUNT AND IS NOT, 
REPEAT NOT, DISPOSED TO ISSUE ANY RETRACTION OR CORRECTION. 

C) THE ATA REPORTED THAT CONTACT HAD BEEN REESTABLISHED 
WITH THE "CINDY ANN" AND THE FACT OF A CHASE BY NAVAL 
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CRAFT CONFIRMED. THE LOCATION OF THE CHASE WAS 1 DEGREE 
45 MINUTES SOUTH, 84 DEGREES 20 MINUTES WEST - BETWEEN 

THE MAINLAND OF ECUADOR AND THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS. THE 
"CINDY ANN” CAPTAIN ASSUMED THAT NAVAL CRAFT THERE COULD 
ONLY BE ECUADOREAN. 

D) THE "CINDY ANN" SUCCESSFULLY EVADED THE NAVAL CRAFT 
AND HAS NOW RETURNED TO FISHING. IT HAS NO, REPEAT NO, 

LICENSE. 

2. GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE DEPT DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY 
PUBLIC STATEMENT BY THE USG, EITHER HERE OR IN QUITO, 

WOULD BE DESIRABLE. WE CANNOT STATE, AS THE EMBASSY 
SUGGESTS, THAT IT IS "HIGHLY UNLIKELY" ECUADOR WAS IN- 
VOLVED. TO SAY INSTEAD THAT WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION 
ECUADOR WAS INVOLVED WOULD ALSO BE TO QUESTION THE ATA 
ACCOUNT AND RUN THE RISK OF DRAWING ANOTHER.MORE DAMAGING, 
PRESS STORY FROM SAN DIEGO. NOR CAN WE STATE THAT ALL 

US TUNABOATS ARE OBTAINING LICENSES. MOST MAY BE BUT NOT 
ALL. 

3. THE DEPT BELIEVES THE BEST COURSE AT THIS POINT IS FOR 

THE EMBASSY INFORMALLY TO EXPRESS TO THE ECUADOREAN NAVY 
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REGRET OVER THE INCIDENT AND HOPE THERE WILL NOT BE A 
RECURRENCE. NO FURTHER SPECIFICITY WOULD BE JUSTIFIED, 

BEYOND AN EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE APPARENT 
ECUADOREAN NAVY INTEREST IN EXERCISING RESTRAINT AND 
CONTINUING THE "TRUCE". 

4. FYI: NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED BY THE PRESS HERE. 
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